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N.orman Thomas Writes;—

" Why Was Southern Korea
Caught So Unprepared?

NEW YORK, July 8. — At afand confusion, democracy has
conference on Korea, I heard a shown some vigor against com-
gqyernment spokesman, an Army
.officer, defend both the American
military intelligence and the mo-
rale of the South Koreans.

Concerning the former, he

-iyas in full possession
facts about the ability

maintained that the government
of the
of the

: North Koreans at almost any
moment to launch a large-scale
offensive; no intelligence could
could know the exact hour. He
then said that the morale of most
troops could be broken by the
useiof tanks and other means of
wff^fare which they had no ade-

weapons to destroy.
cry—Why were not the

South Kdreans given adequate
weapons for what the intelligence

* knew might happen? Why,
, view of the unmoral commitments

to defend South Korea, and the
amount of money the United
States has spent on arms, were
there no airfields prepared "for
the-emergency that now exists?

Why were the American people
given such glowing reports of the
strength of South Korea?
FUTURE CORRELATION

To ask these questions is not to
challenge the necessity of the
action which the U.N., backed by
IJfeCU.S., has undertaken. It is not
fp*T#aste time on useless recrimi-
n^tpns. It is to point to the neces-

, sitfoin our future policy of cor-
, relating our moral commitments

with ' our ability to sec them
through far better than we did in

•Korea. This principle applies, of
- course, in the difficult field of
.^military preparation,
~'^~~\n even more important aspect

it is the winning of undcr-
'..^landing and support among the

peoples.,Stalin has been
to. take China for commu-
and come close to eonquer-
!oi'ea without using any Rus-

1 troops. In western 'Europe
' ermany, despite difficulties

munism, but not in the Far East,
except possibly in Japan.

• Clearly, the U.N., with Amer.
Scan backing, must do two diffi-
cult things. First it must .find
better ways to answer the Com-
munist propaganda of "the big
lie," a lactic Stalin uses more
deVastatingly than Hitler evei
did. The U.S. Government must
present facts in opposition to lies
more effectively.
BETTER EDUCATION

Instead of talking on generali-
ties about liberty, it should find
ways for better educating the
peoples of the world about slavery
in Russian work camps, about the
fate in every country of non-
Communists who have tried to co-
operate with Communists, and
about Kussian exploitation of the
satellite states.

Along with that, the U.N. must
take more positive action to bring
about constructive agrarian and
industrial reforms in Korea or
any other country dependent upon
it for protection and support.

Above all, at the earliest pos-
sible moment, perhaps at the fall
meeting of the Assembly of the
U.N., we Americans should take
the lead in proposing the arrange-
ments necessary to make the U.N>
a genuine agency not unly fur re-
sisting military aggression, but
for enforcing universal disarm-
ament.

At least let the U.N. boldly state
to the peoples of the world the
values of enforceable disarm-
ament and its necessary condi-
tions. Stulin would probably re-
ject'those conditions, but in the
process .alienate u lot .of people
whom he now fools by his phony
peace, drives. The free nations
could regain an initiative they
now lack. Here is a basic contri-
bution to Hint "Aim-ahull Plan of
ideas" for which some senators
are culling. .
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|N, M'ARTHUR NAMED KOREA
HMMANDER OF U.N. FORCES
'^Continued From Papc 1

from the United States was rc-
.Joctpd. ,

reported of 'Interest
b"y "Gromyko was interpreted in
London dispatches as n possible
Russian, peace feeler. Authorities
here did not confirm or deny
that the actual event occurred.
Gromyko-Kelly talk will be fol-
lowed up.

AJ; the same time, authorities
«oled lh«t because of the mystery
with which the Russians surround1

their intentions, the Kremlin is in '
n position all the time to create
hope or apprehension abroad
even by a mere juggling of words.
The most that seemed to be nft'i-
cially accepted about Russia's
Korean policy here today is that
it Js not designed thus far to
fipi'Gad tlic conflict.
ADD.' SOUTH KORtiA
\vJn his announcement on M;u:-
'Arthur, President Truman em-

' that the aims of the
ions furcus under Mac-

lArtlnir's command is to assist
•South Korea "in repelling the un-
provoked armed attack against it."
, 7 '(Diplomatic • officials said the
•"Jil-st condition of any move or
•negotiation to wind up the Kurcnn
..conflict must be a withdrawal of,
^Communist troops behind the 38lh
;-But' they noted that it could be
;<(;l)*a hopeful opening, (2) a diplo-
'irrfatic cover to stall off. the West
^Sviilri meaningless talk while the
>: Korean fight goes on or (3) a de-
r,yice. to raise false hopes in the

world by hint ing st psatfe with-
out tiny intention to work for it.
NO UiS'.'cOMMffcfr'i1

The British Foreign Office, the
British embassy here nnd the
State Department n i l declined
comment. Britain and the United
Slates have'been reported keep-
ing in close touch with each other
on the whole Korean nituation.
The American government ob-
viously, has boon informed of the
Gromyko-Kelly conference.

In general, officials here said
it was certain (hut the United
States will follow out every lead
that offers any prospect of re-
storing n "Just peace" in Korea.
The implication was that the
Parallel — the boundary. from
which they launched; thuir at-
tack two weeks ago.

At the Slain nopiirtmont o f f i -
cials said Hint , any compromise
with aggression is impossible. Tho
United States and the Uni ted
Nations are deeply committed to
clear the Hods out of South Korea
regardless of cost.

The meeting between the Presi-
dent and Acheson produced only
the official announcement con-
cerning General MacArthur. In
this, the President noted the Se-
curity Council's iiutipn of yester-
day. The council recommended
that U.N. members providing
military forces for the Korean
fight should make them avail-
able to n unified command under
the United States,

Malting plans for the new 348th Military Police Battalion, a reserve organization spon-
sored by the Oakland Police Department .are (sealed) Police Chief Lester I. Divine (left)
and Lieut. Col. L. H. Arnett of the Sixth Army and (standing, left to right) Major Roderick
P. Peterson, unit commander; Capt. J. J. Veretto and Capt. B. E. SUnik.

Oakland Police Form Reserve
Formation of an Army reserve

military police battalion spon-
sored by the Oakland Police De-
partment, .was announced yester-
day by Police Chief Lester J.
Divine.

The new organization, to be
known 'as the 348th Military po-
lice Battalion, will combine the
forrnoi"34Uth MP Company com-
manded by Capt. Joseph A.
Verelto and the 3(J2nd CID De-
tachment commanded by Lieut.
Arthur McQuillan, Vcrutto is an
inspector :mcl McQuillan a ser-
geant in the police department.

Major Roderick P. Peterson, a
police inspector, will command

the new unit. His staff will in-
clude: Capt. Vcretto, executive
officer; Lieut. Alvan Mallon, po-
lice inspector, adjutant; Lieut.
McQuillan, intelligence officer;
Capt. Thomas Chambers, police
sergeant, training officer; Lieut.
Joseph Lawrence,, police inspec-
tor, assistant.- training officer;
Lieut. Joseph Ramos, police pa-
trolman, supply officer; and Capl.
A. L. JnrJ, police patrolman, head-
q u a r t e r s detachment commis-
sioned officer.

The new batlalipn is one of
four .similar units formed in the
United States, according to Lieut,
Col. L. H, Arnett, who is

ARTILLERY OFFICERS TO TRAINING CAMP
Eight Oakland Area Army of- Berkeley; Capt. William H. Cul-

flcers were nmong .members of vcr, of 351 Marlow Drive, Oak-
thc '127th Field Artillery Group
which journeyed to Ft Lewis,
Wnsh., this weekend .to begin two
weeks of active duty training.

The group, based at 'Oakland
Army Base, is commanded by Col.
Kmcst T. Aldrich, of 770 Pcrnllu
Avenue, 'Rerkelny, who wil l bf
in charge during the training pe-
riod.

Among others, accompanying
Ihe uni t were Maj. Kulph S.
Heath Jr., of (113IJ liuena Von-
tui'a Avenue, Oakland; Maj.
James II. Howard, 1)40 Juana
Avenue, San Loandro; M;ij. Ken-
neth W. Kinghorn, of 7(>3 33nd
Street, Richmond; Muj. Thomas
C.. Spcncc, "of 2031 Fir Street,
Concord; Capl. Henry B. Berg-
man, of 2'120 Virginia Street,
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land, and Capt. Stephen T. Hard-
ing, of 215 Trinity Avenue,
Berk cloy.
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charge of military pblice reserve
affairs for the Sixth Army.

Nearly CO officers and enlisted
men, all officers in the Oakland
Police Department, will form the
nucleus of the nuw battalion. As
members of the two smaller re-
serve units, they Have been train-
ing for more than two years.

Chief Divine said other Eastbay
police departments will be in-
vited to join with Oakland police
in sponsoring the lettered com-
panies nf the battalion so that
the entire unit will be com-
manded by trained police officers.

Korea leaches Yanks That Red Armies
Now Can Match Western Armed Forces

HONG KONG, July 8. —The
Korean war is teaching Ameri-
cans through bitter experience
one of the most important lessons
o£ the Chinese civil war—that
Asia's new Ctimmunist armies
have come of age and are ready
to match Western military might
on this continent.

This fundamental development
of the last 10 years will have
profound effect upon f u t u r e
events in these countries. As
Americans come to understand it,
United States leaders may be
forced to readjust radically our
long-range policy.

Apparently it is no longer sound
to assume that American weapons
and advisers, or even considerable
detachments of U.S. troops, can
"save* a government lacking the
mass organized support of its
people.
REVOLUTIONARY MACHINE

The Chinese Communists and
their junior partners in North
Korea and elsewhere have devised
a revolutionary military machine
of great efficiency. Indications are
that v/hen it is supplied with Rus-
sian or other modern arms only
a people that is politically as well
as militarily prepared can resist.

The Chinese C o m m u n i s t s
worked for 22 years to build this
"people's liberation army," now
numbering roughly five million
men.

Chinese

By ALBERT RAVENHOLT
Chicago Daily News Foreign Service

granted. But for Chinese soldiers,!
who often have been second-class
citizens, it was something new.

Red troops got the best rations
available. When food was short
officers and men ate almost alike
and there was little complaint.
The Communists organized a
primitive insurance s y s t e m
whereby a soldier's home village
was responsible for helping his
family and feeding it if he was
killed. The Communists developed
a flexible system for promoting
and training officers from the
ranks, giving troops confidence in
their commanders.
SOMETHING WORTH WHILE

But most important, the Com-
munists convinced many of their
troops that they were fighting for
something worth while for them-
selves and other ordinary Chi-
iese.

Recently I interviewed a group
of Communist prison^ on For-
mosa. Even after six months of
Nationalist "re-education" most of
these men were convinced that
they were fighting for their own

Communist comman-
ders started with the premise
that a soldier's will to figh't was
more important than his weapons.
They set out to learn what the
ordinary Chinese soldier wanted
from life. Then they proceeded to
convince the Chinese soldiers in
their armies that they were help-
ing them get it.

Many of the things they pro-
vided for the Red troops Amcri-

World Wars I and II standards. •
Battles that scaled the late of
Manchuria in October, 1948, were
fought with tanks, large concen-
trations of artillery and many oM
the latest World War II tactics.
MORE THAN MILLION

The "Suchow battles" lor cen-
tral China in.November and De-
cember, 1948, involved more than
a million men. The Communists
themselves pushed off w i t h
roughly one million, in their ol-
fensive south across the Yangtze
River in April and May, 1949.

Chinese Communist generals by
then also had mastered the logis-
tics of supplying masses of mcD
in sustained offensives — some-
thing the Nationalists could do
on a smaller scale only with ex-
tensive U.S. assistance.

But while they rapidly adopted
the apparatus of modern profes-
sional armies -the Communists
also retained thr . uctessful tactics
o£ their guerrilla days.

Scattered throughout these Hed
armies were an estimated several
thousand Koreans, who fled from

of Korean Communists trained in
the Chinese Communist capital
of Yenan, participated in the or-
ganization of the North Korean
regime. They
North Korea

"brave new world." Communist j the Japanese. An unknown num-
propaganda had convinced most her of these, plus a small group
of thpm that they, individually, "" " " '
carried a big mission.

From the raw material of such
simple, unsophisticated men Com-
munist military leaders molded
their armies. Until 1945 they
fought largely guerrilla warfare
against Nationalist and Japanese
that was ideally suited to develop-
ing a large, tough, tested officer
cadre. With Japanese army stocks
turned over to them by the Rus-
sian's in Manchuria and enormous
quantities of U.S. arms captured
from the Nationalists the Commu-

to equip regularnists begun
armies.

Some of the engagements of the
last two years of the Chinese civil

were joined in
by an unknown

number of Koreans who had fled
to Siberia, where they were
trained by the Russians.

These Koreans must be fu l ly
aware of the political and military
tactics that brought the Chinese
Communist to their p r e s e n t
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power.

war were major battles even by
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